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x. tm communist bloc 

social Watch Committee import on Taiwan biraii situa- 
tion Xu^ av ito tt " 

The chines# Communis^* now pans*#* &u mr capamlity 

m 3 p&oe tor major witness 1 ' i'wimaa ano the JhjSCMhues. 

T hft CMceM wot£iaum8 J haw wcrwuaa tnaisr capnbtU-; 
tie* to hung heavy pressure, including air and naval blocit- : 

%da and artillery boutonrdaiSEi, all o* which haw aiwaoy 
started, on Chinmen (^puemoy) and Little C hinm ea; howevwr, 
ihfCvv hate not vet brought their ground forces and ainghibioua 
», • capab ility to the total beliswd nacaasary for a frontal as- j 

aaait unless preceded by prolonged heavy artillery and air 
bcmtardinBnt. It i* poasibte that a frontal assault oould be 
mad* against Little Chtmaen with existing ground torfps wiia* 
Chinmea ie neatrsliiw*d by air and artillery bombardment, 

r The Chinese Communists have the ca pa bili ty of seising 

any of the smaller islands in the Chinmen group. 

The Chinese Communists haw the military capsoUitiei* 
to launch a successful amphibious operation against toe Matstis* 
the White Doge, or the Wucisus (see map facing page 3) with 
Mills or no warning, weing local craft and ground forces al- 
ready is position. 

It is tUnty that the Chinese Communist* will continue ar- 
tillery barrage# along with intensified air and naval interdiction 
of supply lines to the offshore islands. Air attacks on the 
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offshore iei&ndi are proboole but Initially would bo probing 
to dfeitnamo Chinese Naaonaliet and U6 reaction®, Chlsietie 
Communist seizure of one or mors of tbs smalls r offshore 
*£l»«ut« ja sorted* The Chinese Nationalist and US reac- 
tion* to these mows wlU largely determine whether or net 
attempts will be made to setae the larger Islands of Ctdnmen 
a n d Matsu. They probably do not Intend to initiate major of- 
feneiw military action against Taiwan and the Pescadores to 


tia_iiaAa^a tft future. 
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— £cm nwmirt C/ik* - CimJvxxAz Ee Ihs joint coxaa*unl^& ^ 
^^riTEJTinis dfTr^^ulVir^V%iril.*r Sihanouk* 'Vls.i fc> >*'»>** 
*<* ,34 <rU«uft. tire Chi®* t* ^re^e ;■*•«* ;*r 

udta i mci»3ia»? u»Uti3<» -a '.x» ^ !s,,i: 

wfe* ti» Ifr5« a Vi tf/jrrerjttat, fce$ mads to ?$**£*■*&; no -..* •- 
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l ubotfcan r r bitenouxte Peiping visi t ended cm- 
H^uguan wlte^tammente indicating that the Chinese Coin- 
mjiiists hive probably been successful in deepening r am - 
ocdix^i commitment to pro -Communist neutrality. Sihanouk 
following up Cambodian recognition of Pulping In July, 
announced that the two governments will establish diplo- 
matic representation on the ambassadorial level. He re- 
marked that Cambodia would not givmneutrality "for all 
the riches in the world. " yU— 

i f_ „.s 

Sihanouk had one talk with Mao ISe-tung that lasted 
Bix hours. His itinerary suggests that the Chines# Com- 
munist k-aders concentrated on impres sing Mw. adth 
Communist China's industrial achievements. In the joint 
communique issued at the end of the visit, Peiping stated 
its readiness to extend economic assistance, including 
gifts of small iron and steel works, in addition to the 
*83, 000, 000 granted under the 1956 aid agreement. 


No reference was made to military aid, and the 
Cambodian plan ning minister told a U9 official in Phnom 
Penh on.iAugust'^k that Cambodia would not seek a n mi& 
itary alliance" with Peiping or Chinee# Comm unis t sol- 
itary equipment. In tee communique Chou En-lal merely 
espresso d "regret" teat Cambodia* territory was 
frequently ^invadsd and blockaded** by neighbors— an ob- 
vious jwfsftnce to South Vietnam sad Thailand 
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Srvacial W&tch Committee Report on Taiwan Strait Sitca,*-^ 
tion “~ 


Tte Chinese Coaxaauriisr-i 
in place for major attach 


2.ci» po&sess sua air c&c&DiJity 
Taiwan and tbs p&sc&deves. 


I 


Tbs Chines® Communists have increased their cap&bili.- 
ti@a to bring heavy pr«ffl>/w 5 including air and naval bteck- 
a«isi and artillery bombardment, all of which b aw already 
started, on Chinmen (Qusmoy) Pnd Ltiite Chinccen; hows vox* 
t he y hav® not yet brought tfeolr ground forces and amphibious 
capability to th® level behaved necessary for a frontal as- 
aault unless preceded by prolonged heavy artillery sad air 
bombardment it Is possible that a frontal assault could be 
made against Little Chinmen with existing ground forces v?M& 
Cfcinmen is neutralised by air and artillery bombardment, 

T&© C hine se Communists have t5® capability of seising 
any of th© smaller islands in the Chinmen group. 

Th® Chines® Communists haw the military capabilities 
to launch a successful amphibious operation against the Matsus, 
the White Dogs, or th© Wucfaus (see map facing page 3) ■with 
Util® or no venting, using local craft and ground forces al- 
ready in position. 

It is Hfealy that th© Chines® Communists will continue ar- 
tillery barrages along with intensified air and naval interdiction 
©f supply lines to the offshore islands. Air attacks on tfcs 
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offshore ialaads.-atr® probable but Initially would be probing 
to datermin© Chinas© Nationalist and US reactions. Chines© 
Communist seizure of on* or more of the smaller offshore 
isHAed# l* ejected, T he Chinese Nationalist and US reac- 
tions to ; fchs&<$ mows '©ill largely determine wbeibsr or not 
attempts will bo mads to seise the larger islands of Chinman 
&:ad Matsu. They probably do not intend to initiate majeb of- 
isooiTO military action against Taiwan and tba Peacadorea in 
'ftM ■isnxttadiato future. 
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— Ccmswiaiirt ChtoA ■* Cua&vsd&s In the joint conoasuni^ is- 
dt Sihanouk visit to Pa aping 

co &4 Ai 2 gu*k> tire ChiMr-e Girin waist* d to 

^ jcir? a rl aeon aciic WE&L&tzjKW .a -ho C2o<,000.A ia 
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j Cambodian Premier Sih*;noukfc& Peiping visit endsd on 
U/A\igwi with statements indicating that the Chinese Co^i- 
munis te hive probably been successful in deepening Caui- 
ibcdtelft commitment to pro -Communist neutrality. Sihanouk, 
following up Cambodian recognition of Peiping to July, 
announced that the two govern mente will establish dip Jo - 
autic representation on the ambassadorial lewl. Ife re- 
marted that Cambodia would not giwuieutraUty ’’for ail 
tin rlchea in the world. " S~ZjT^s 

C r y 


Sihanouk had one talk with Mao Ifce-tung that teted 
sis hours. His itine rary suggests that the Chines? Com- 
leaders concentrated on impressing him with 
Communist China's industrial achievements. In the joint 
communique is. sued at the end of tho visit; Peiping stated 
its readiness to extend economic assistance; including 
gifts of small iron and steel works, in addition to the 
§ 23 , 000, 000 granted under the 1956 aid agreement. 


Ho reference was mad© to military aid, and the 
Cambodian planning minister told a US official in Phnom 
P^mii aujAigu*#5jj? that Cambodia would not eeek a. "mitt 
itery elll&ac©** with Peiping or Chinese Communist ®ai- 
itery equipment. In the eonimusiqui Chou En-M merely 
expressed ’’regret** that Cambodians territory was 
frequently Pinvaited and blockaded'* by neighbo rs^aa cfo- 
viou® reference to South Vietnam and Thailand 
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